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When I was 9 my uncle obtained his doctorate. People tried to explain to me what it meant 
and the things it involved. It must have been very daunting because I remember deciding then 
and there that I would never do such a thing. However, somewhere along the way I changed my 
mind and decided to do it anyway.  
Now the project is finished. And I can imagine why I found the explanation daunting when 
I was a child. Doing a PhD is not for the faint- hearted: perseverance is a trait a researcher cannot 
do without and there is not a PhD-student I know that has not felt despair at some point in their 
project. However another thing I expected at the start has also come true: it has also been a 
great adventure. To have the time to delve into a subject and really get to know the ins and outs 
of it and to be constantly challenged and working at the top of your game can be an absolute 
joy.  Moreover, to work with so many inspiring and wonderful colleagues has been an absolute 
privilege.
Diederik and Ernestine. Your supervision and support has been a team effort for the entire 
duration of the project. You have both been an inspiration to me although in very different ways. 
Diederik, you have made sure I focused on the big picture when it was necessary, and also have 
the most remarkable ability to think outsidethe box. Ernestine, your intense eye for detail and 
down to earth sense of realism have been indispensable to me and to the project. Together you 
make a great team. Thank you.
Thanks to all my former and new colleagues for the nice working environment, the 
supportive and inspirational chats and of course a big thank you to all of you who have been so 
kind to share your labspace with me. And an extra thank you to all the people from the Social 
Cognition labmeeting for the feedback, the input and the many useful discussions. 
Judith, Karlijn, Debra and Carina. You have cheered me on and supported me from the 
start. Thanks for your friendship, for always being there when I needed to vent and for all the fun 
times and good talks.
Lennart, Marjolein, Roos, Frans, Melvyn, Petra, Marloes, Esther en Cecelia. You have all 
at some point helped me out with my research as a part of your research assistant duties. Thank 
you for your help; you have made my life considerably easier. A special thank you goes to Petra 
and Marloes for the exceptional work you did in the long and tedious job of coding my research 
material. 
A big thank you goes to Jaap and Pieter for all the (technical and nontechnical) support. 
You have both made my academic life easier and more fun.
Henry, all the people at Physical Sense and Gita. Thank you very much for your unique 
contribution to this project. Tackling RSI is no easy feat and through your help I was able to do 
it. I think it would be fair to say that without you there would not have been any thesis at all.   
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